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The nest has been found in Devon, Wilts, Dorset, Hants, Sussex, 
Kent, Surrey, and Middlesex. 

The nest has once been taken in. Oxfordshire (Zoologist, 
p. 2597); and Mr. J. J. Briggs has lately informed me that he 
has taken a nest in Derbyshire, which he believes belongs to the 
Dartford Warbler. Yarrell mentions its occurrence in Worcester- 
shire and Leicestershire. It seems likely that the bird may occa- 
sionally extend its range beyond latitude 52°, until killed or 
driven back by an unusually severe winter. One of the species 
characteristic of the South-European fauna. 


RrecuLus cristatus (Koch). Golden-crested Wren. 


Provinces I.-X VII. 
Subprovinces 1-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British ” type, or general. 


Breeds as far north as Sutherland and Caithness (Mr. W. 
Dunbar), but not in the Scottish isles. 

Obs.—Regulus ignicapillus (Naum.). In the third edition of 
Hewitson’s ‘ Eggs B. B? (vol. i. p. 148) occurs the remark :— 
“The Rev. E. H. Browne has watched this species” [the Fire- 
crested Wren] “ during the summer near his residence at Blo’ 
Norton, in Norfolk, and has no doubt it breeds there ;” but there 
is too much reason to fear that the Golden-crested Wren has in 
this instance been mistaken for the Fire-erested, which appears 
to be only a winter visitant to Britain. 


[To be continued. | 


Il.—A few Identifications and Rectifications of Synonymy. 
By Epwarp Biytu. 


On looking over the type-specimens of Javanese birds described 
or enumerated by the late Dr. Horsfield in the Thirteenth volume 
of the ‘Transactions of the Linnean Society,’ I find that several 
of them appertain to Australian species, with which they have 
only recently been identified by Mr. Swinhoe and myself. 

Falco pondicerianus apud Horsfield is a race intermediate to 
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Haliastur indus of India proper and H. leucosternum of Australia, 
having dark central streaks to the white portion of the plumage, 
but considerably less developed than (constantly) in the Indian 
bird. An Indian specimen and a Javanese one may, at the 
present time, be seen together in the Zoological Gardens, 
Regent’s Park. Of very many examples of the Indian race ex- 
amined or beheld close, I certainly have never seen one that 
had the dark streaks or lines so little developed as in the Java- 
nese bird, or most assuredly I should have remarked it. To 
what extent the Indian and Australian races may thus grade 
into each other, in other intermediate localities, remains to be 
ascertained. Examples from Siam are similar to those from 
Java; while specimens from Bourou, Gilolo, and Aru are of the 
true Australian race, without a trace of the medial stripes on the 
white feathers of their plumage. Mr. Gurney informs me that 
he thinks the Javanese race should be distinguished by the 
name intermedius. The Australian is figured by Vieillot as 
Haliaétus girrenera (Gal. Ois. t. 10) ; but he did not discrimi- 
nate it apart from the Indian*. 

Haliaétus lineatus, Gray (Hardwicke’s Ill. Ind. Zool.) is 
erroneously assigned in the ‘ Ibis’ (1863, p. 23) to the young of 
Milvus govinda, it being decidedly the young of Pontoaétus 
ichthyaétus (Horsf.) in abraded spotted plumage; for the young 
of this bird and of M. govinda are quite similarly speckled. 

Accipiter (Nisus) gularis, Temm. and Schl. (Fauna Japonica), 
is identical with Accipiter nisoides, nobis, from the Malayan 
peninsula (three specimens thence examined), and is probably 
the Falco nisus of Sir Stamford Raffles’s list of birds obtained 

* Here it may be remarked, en passant, that the particular race or 
species of ‘ Plas’ or ‘ Koklas’ Pheasant to which Mr. Gould has assigned 
the name Pucrasia castanea, from Kaffiristan (!), is that which Vieillot 
figures as his Tragopan pucrasia, “vieux male” (Recueil d’Oiseaux, 
t. 545). This form of Pheasant has never yet been figured correctly as 
regards the appearance of the crest, the black feathers of which are merely 
the auricular tufts of restricted Phasianus extraordinarily prolonged, and 
standing up well defined and compact (or not spreading), like horns, in 
the breeding-season; the brown lengthened coronal feathers lying recum- 
bent between and entirely apart from them. Of course this imparts a 
most characteristic appearance to the bird, the absence of which in the 
published figures renders them little better than caricatures. 
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by him in Sumatra (Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii. p. 278). Dr. Jerdon writes 
me word that it is not rare in the interior of the Himalaya. 

Poliornis pyrrhogonys (Temm., ibid.) is the same as Buteo pyg- 
maus, nobis, from the Tenasserim provinces (one specimen only 
obtained by the late Dr. Helfer). 

Falco hemilasius, T. and S. (ibid.), is identical with Butaquila 
leucocephalus (v. Buteo aquilinus), Hodgson, from Tibet. 

“Hierax melanoleucus ?, Blyth,” Moore’s Catalogue, 1.16. “4A. 
India. Donor unknown.” This isthe young of H. fringillarius, 
Drapiez, v. malayensis, Strickland (Ibis, 1863, p. 11)—a Ma- 
layan species, which extends northward, sparingly, to the southern 
Tenasserim provinces, where its range meets that of H. eutolmus, 
Hodgson. The H. melanoleucus, nobis, from Assam, is conspi- 
cuously distinct, and the specimen still remains unique. It is a 
larger species than the others, black above, with a broad white 
collar, and white below (inclusive of the tibial plumes, which are 
black in H. fringillarius and bright ferrugimous in H. eutolmus). 
In fact, it is so obviously different that it could not be mistaken 
for any other. 

Huhua, No. 83, ‘Ibis,’ 1863, p. 25. The species from the 
Himalaya, H. nipalensis, Hodgson, is quite distinct from, and a 
much larger bird than, H. orientalis (Horsf., v. sumatrana, Raf- 
fles, strepitans, Temminck) of the Malayan region; the latter 
being doubtless that of which the young. (as figured by Tem- 
minck, Pl. Col. 174) was obtained by Lieut.-Col. Tickell in the 
Tenasserim provinces. 

Bulaca sinensis; Strix sinensis, Latham, v. orientalis, Shaw. 
This is clearly the S. seloputo, Horsfield, v. pagodaram, Temm., of 
the Malayan region, spreading into the Tenasserim provinces 
and Siam, and doubtless into China; as distinguished from B. 
ocellata (Syrnium ocellatum, Lesson, Rev. Zool. 1839, p. 289) 
of India, which has not been observed eastward of the Bay of 
Bengal. Latham had merely seen a drawing from India 
(doubtless Hardwicke’s), which he thought might refer to his 
S. sinensis; but both Latham’s and Shaw’s descriptions clearly 
indicate the Malayan species. The Indian has conspicuous 
rose-coloured orbits, though I see that my friend Dr. Jerdon 
has described them as “ orange”; this, however, may depend 
on the age, the red colour distinguishing the young. 
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Eurystomus orientalis, L., is given as “a summer visitant to 
Southern China” by Mr. Swinhoe ; but three Chinese specimens 
of this genus in the Derby Museum of Liverpool, collected by 
Mr. Robert Fortune, are of the Australian race, Æ. australis, 
Swainson. Merops philippinus was also obtained in China by 
Mr. Fortune. In the same museum Í likewise found a specimen 
of Lanius hardwickii, Vig., marked from “China”; and one of 
Nectarinia flammazillaris, nobis (a common Burmese species), 
marked “ China, very rare.” 

Among the Philippine birds in that museum, I find Strix 
candida, Tickell (v. longimembris, Jerdon), Calliope camschat- 
kensis, Megalurus palustris, and Leucocerca javanica. From 
Java, Acrocephalus brunnescens, Jerdon ; and Tiga (v. Chryso- 
ptilus) intermedia, nobis, identical with the common Burmese 
race. A Collocalia from the Philippines is like C. fuciphaga, 
but paler, with dull white rump, and the lower parts albescent ; 
I think, similar to examples from the Navigators’ Islands. 

Halcyon leucocephalus, Gmelin. There are as many as five 
distinguishable races of this bird, respectively from India (Æ. 
gurial, Pearson), Burma, Malayan peninsula, Java, and Philip- 
pines ; the name leucocephalus applying strictly only to the last of 
them. This has no dark cap whatever ; the head, neck, and under 
parts are dingy white, slightly tinged with ferruginous, except 
on the crown; back, wings, and tail less deeply coloured than 
in the Malayan race, more as in the Indian ; some dusky feathers 
behind the eye ; wing 6}in. The Javanese is intermediate be- 
tweeti the Philippine and Burmese races, having a pale brownish 
cap not well defined. The cap is darkest in the Malayan race, 
wherein only it is more or less glossed with bright colouring ; 
and this more deeply coloured race is also smaller than the 
others. Were it not for the intermediate races, few ornitholo- 
gists would think of ranging the Malayan and Philippine under 
the same specific head. 

Alcedo grandis, nobis (J. A. S. vol. xiv. p. 190), from Sikhim, 
has been erroneously assigned to A. euryzona, Temm., of which 
A. nigricans, nobis (J. A. S. vol. xvi. p. 1180), from Malacca, is 
the young. A. euryzona has white under-parts, crossed by a 
broad dark green pectoral band (whence the name, which is 
quite inapplicable to the other), much as in the small A. beryl- 
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lina (v. biru); whereas A. grandis is like A. ispida and A. ben- 
galensis, but much larger, with the coronal spots of a paler and 
different blue, and no rufous on the ear-coverts. Length of 
bill to forehead 2in.; of closed wing 8?in. The specimen 
described appears still to be unique. 

The Chrysocolaptes from Ceylon, noticed in the ‘ Ibis,’ 1868, 
p. 267, is C. carlotta, v. Indopicus carlotta, Malherbe. 

Picus analis, Horsfield. To this species I find must be re- 
ferred the P. pectoralis, nobis (J. A. S. vol. xv. p. 15), which I 
obtained out of a collection of otherwise Australian speci- 
mens *, 

Cuculus canorus apud Horsfield is, of course, C. canoroides, 
S. Miller, v. canorinus, Cabanis; and is also identical with C. 
optatus, Gould, of North Australia, which has erroneously been 
assigned to C. micropterus of India. To the same race must 
doubtless be referred Mr. Swinhoe’s “ second series ” of Cuckoos, 
noticed by him under C. canorus, “ with fulvescent under-parts, 
banded with much broader bars more widely set [than in true 
canorus], and with the axillaries nearly barless.” Mr. Hodg- 
son’s specimens referred to micropterus, in the India Museum, 
I find to pertain to the similar but considerably larger race or 
species, C. striatus, Drapiez (apud Jerdon, C. affinis, A. Hay). 
The. true C. micropterus I observed abundantly in the Tenas- 
serim provinces during the rainy season; and there is a speci- 
men of it in the Derby Museum of Liverpool, from Java: so 
that either race may yet prove to be the veritable C. striatus of 
Drapiez. 

C. basalis, Horsfield, is Chrysococcyx lucidus (Gm.); and there 
is an example of the same received in a collection from Singa- 
pore (that contained only Malayan specimens) in the Calcutta 
Museum. 

C. malayanus, Raffles (Tr. Linn. Soc. vol. xii. p. 286), appears 
to be the young of Chrysococcyx zanthorhynchus, Horsf., in the 
green plumage which precedes the amethystine-purple garb, in 
which and in the hepatic phases I know not how to distinguish 
it from C. hodgsoni, Moore; for I have seen specimens moult- 
ing from dullish shining green and more or less hepatic plu- 


* P. andamensis, nobis, I have lately seen in a collection from Sumatra. 
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mage to purple; but the purple bird I have only seen from the 
Malayan region and Southern Tenasserim provinces, and the 
deep and vivid green only from India and Burma, as far south 
as Moulmein, where I obtained a specimen. Raffles’s Sumatran 
bird I know from his coloured drawing of it in the India 
Museum now at Fyfe House. 

C. orientalis of Horsfield is Eudynamys australis, Swainson 
(erroneously referred to Æ. flindersi in Gould’s ‘ Birds of Aus- 
tralia’). This has already been remarked by the late Prince of 
Canino, who adopts the name orientalis for the Australian 
species. In the Derby Museum of Liverpool are three examples 
of E. australis from China collected by Mr. Robert Fortune ; so 
that this may prove to be the Chinese E. orientalis of Mr. Swinhoe. 
The Coels I have seen from the Malayan peninsula were, how- 
ever, of the true Indian species, at least so far as I can re- 
member; and as I have long been familiar with both species, I 
could not well have mistaken them. 

C. fugax, Horsfield, is. not the common Indian species, C. 
varius, Vahl, with which it has been supposed identical, but is 
erroneously figured as C. sparverioides by Von Schrenck (as 
already noticed by Mr. Swinhoe), being the Chinese species 
referred to by Dr. Jerdon as “very similar to Hierococcyx spar- 
verioides, but smaller” (Birds of India, vol. i. p. 331). 

Harpactes orescius, Temm. This, as obtained by Mr. Wallace 
in Java, is a conspicuously different species from the H. ores- 
cius apud Gould, figured in his first monograph of Trogonide. 
The latter is common in parts of Burma, and is the H. orescius 
apud nos (passim), following Gould, of that region. 

Corvus enca, Horsfield. The type-specimen in the India 
Museum is a young bird in the first or nestling plumage. I 
consider it to be identical with C. macrorhynchus, Vieillot (nee 
Temminck), and C. tenuirostris, Moore; the latter erroneously 
supposed to be from Bombay. This species is not unfrequently 
contained in Malaccan collections. Very decidedly it is not an 
Indian bird; and the skin described by Mr. T. Moore (now in 
the British Museum) was prepared in the peculiar way by which 
Malaccan specimens may be generally recognized. In collections 
from Penang and Malacca the Indian C. culminatus (closed wing 
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12 in.) also occurs; distinct from C. macrorhynchus, Temm. (nec 
Vieillot, corax apud Raffles), of Sumatra and Java. 

Pastor tricolor, Horsfield, is P. melanopterus, Daudin, and 
Sturnia burmannica, Jerdon (Ibis, 1862, p. 21); common in 
Upper Pegu. 

Brachypteryx sepiaria, H., is a Trichostoma, identical with 
Malacopteron olivaceum, Strickland, from Malacca, not with the 
Javanese Alcippe, with which I formerly supposed it identical. 

Sylvia montana, H., is a typical Horornis, hardly differing 
from H. fulviventer, Hodgson, but of a darker hue, and without 
any tinge of tawny. 

Diceum flavum, H., is a Zosterops, which also inhabits the 
Philippines ; but I now doubt its identity with the species from 
Moulé-yit mountain, in South Burma, which (if I remember 
rightly) only differs from the Indian Z. palpebrosus (T.) by 
having the abdominal region yellow. Z. flavus is considerably 
smaller, the closed wing measuring 2 in., and the tail 14 in., but 
is otherwise like Z. palpebrosus, except in having the entire 
under parts yellow. 

Ortygis luzoniensis apud Horsfield is Turnix dussumieri (T.), 
v. joudera, Hodgson; but I only knew previously of this species 
as an inhabitant of Bengal and Upper India. In South India 
it is generally replaced by T. sykest, A. Smith, which occurs 
rarely in Lower Bengal, being the supposed dussumieri of Sykes 
and of Jerdon’s first catalogue; while in Arakan and Pegu it 
would appear to be replaced by T. maculosa (T., v. blanfordi, 
nobis), a Chinese species, which is doubtless also T. joudera apud 
Swinhoe (Ibis, 1861, p. 50). 

Of the three Bengal species of this genus, T. pugnax (T., 3 
taigoor, Sykes, ? atrogularis, Kyton) has bluish lead-coloured tarsi 
and toes, T. dussumieri has them yellow, and T. sykesi pinkish 
white, or what the fair-complexioned races of mankind denomi- 
nate “ flesh-coloured” or “ carneous” ; but the Puyu of Raffles 
is not only described by him, but is figured in one of his draw- 
ings as having the plumage of T. pugnax, with yellow legs! 
T. dussumieri is a diminutive of T. maculosa, as T. sykesi is a 
miniature of the South-European, North-African, and West- 
Asian T. andalusica, and T. pugnax of the Chinese and Philip- 

N. S.— VOL. I. D 
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pine T. ocellata (Scopoli, v. luzoniensis, Gm., and thoracica, 
Temm.), the last being, however, further conspicuously distin- 
guished by its ferruginous broad collar and breast. These make 
six Asiatic species; and the yellow legs of Raffles’s Puyu I cannot 
help suspecting to be a mistake, and that the ordinary T. pugnax 
is intended. In all, the females exceed the males in size; and 
the two blue-legged species have a broad black gular stripe in 
the female only, which, in this genus, is the pugnacious sex. 

Charadrius asiaticus, Horsfield, is C. geoffroyi, Wagler ; les- 
chenaultii, Lesson ; fuscus, Cuvier (MS.) ; and rufinus, nobis. 

C. cantianus apud Horsfield is C. mongolicus, Pallas ; ruficollis, 
Cuv.; pyrrhothorax, Temm. ; cirrhipedesmos, Wagler; sangui- 
neus, Lesson; and rufinellus, nobis. 

C. pusillus, H., is C. philippinus, v. minor; nec pusillus apud 
Jerdon, which is probably C. peronii, Temm. 

Cursorius isabellinus apud Horsfield is Charadrius xantho- 
cheilus, Wagler (nec Gould), v. C. veredus, Gould, and C. fulvus, 
var. 8, Latham. A rare species in collections. 

Totanus tenuirostris (!), Horsfield, is Schæniclus magnus, 
Gould, v. Tringa crassirostris, Temm. and Schlegel. 

T. acuminatus, H., is S. australis, Gould. Horsfield’s speci- 
mens of these three Waders have been compared at the British 
Museum by Mr. G. R. Gray and myself, and Horsfield’s names 
claim priority; as also the name damacensis, H., for Tringa 
subminuta, Middendorff, which Mr. Swinhoe correctly identifies 
with T. minuta of my Catalogue of Birds in the Museum of the 
Asiatic Society, Caleutta. It is unfortunate that the names are 
not more characteristic, the Tringa tenuirostris (H.) being 
actually the 7. crassirostris of the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ where the 
species is noted from Java, Borneo, and Japan. 

An instance of a small Australian Wader straggling to South 
India oceurs in the Charadrius nigrifrons, Cuvier, which is C. 
russatus, Jerdon, “ Catal.” The specimen is now in the Calcutta 
Museum. 

Sundry Australian Waders are admitted by Mr. Gould to be 
identical with species inhabiting the northern hemisphere. Such 
are Glareola orientalis (the young only figured), Sguatarola 
helvetica, Strepsilas interpres, Tringa subarquata, Glottis chloropus 
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(glottoides), G. stagnatilis, Terekia cinerea, Falcinellus igneus, 
Mycteria australis, and Ardetta flavicollis, all of which are more 
or less common in Bengal in the cold season ; and to their number 
may be added several others, most of which I long ago identified 
in my Catalogue of the Birds in the Calcutta Museum. 

Glottis glottoides (Vigors), adopted by Mr. Gould, is merely 
the winter dress of G. chloropus (Meyer), the common European 
and Indian Greenshank *. 

Himantopus leucocephalus, Gould. Examples of this bird 
quite similar to those figured in the ‘ Birds of Australia,’ and to 
others which I have seen from this region, are not unfrequently 
obtainable in Lower Bengal in the same flocks with the common 
H. candidus (seu melanopterus). Great numbers of Longshanks 
are brought to the Calcutta provision-bazaar, often several 
dozens of them of a morning, during the season of their stay. 
Of these the great majority have a sooty-brown occiput, which 
changes to black at the approach of the breeding-season ; but 
occasionally one then occurs with a purely white head and neck, 
or with more or less black down the nape, sometimes a mere 
trace of it, and sometimes the black nape is well developed 
' (though never to the extent that is constant in the American 
species), and this may or may not be accompanied by the black 
occiput. I have also seen purely white-headed and white-naped 
specimens from Egypt, and one male from that country with 
just an indication of the dark nape; there is one with black 
nape and occiput among the British-killed specimens in the 
British Museum, and I have seen others like it from Europe 
and North Africa. Whether the leucocephalus type be constant 
in Australia remains to be ascertained ; and the most likely ex- 
planation of this extraordinary and anomalous variation is, that 
differentiated races of this bird have more or less commingled. 
Most assuredly it can neither be referred to difference of age 
nor of season. 

Limosa melanuroides, Gould. This I consider to be merely a 
small-sized male of L. agocephalus. Examples of this size may 
be procured abundantly in Bengal, with others (females) much 


* Mr. Swinhoe, I observe, identifies Tringa empusa, Gould, with T. 
hypoleucos. 
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larger; and some perhaps even twice as heavy, in the same 
flock, and others of both sexes intermediate, though the female 
is always the larger **. The same extraordinary variation of size 
occurs in Numenius major, which is the hitherto supposed N. 
arquata of India. 

Hematopus longirostris, Vieillot, as figured by Mr. Gould, 1s 
(I think) identical with the species inhabiting the Bay of Bengal, 
as also with the Pied Oyster-catcher of China (Swinhoe). 

The Pluvialis erroneously assigned to Charadrius xantho- 
cheilus, Wagler, by Mr. Gould (after Jardine and Selby, < Il. 
Orn.’), is considered identical with the Indian race (P. longipes, 
Prince Bonap.) by MM. Temminck and Schlegel (Faun. Japon.), 
who term it C. pluvialis orientalis, and note it likewise from 
South Africa, Java, Borneo, Celebes, Timor, and Japan. It is 
also commonly sent in the Malaccan collections, and abounds in 
India during the cold season. 

Ardea rectirostris, Gould, is A. sumatrana, Raffles, A. typhon, 
Temminck, A. fusca, Blyth, and <A. insignis, Hodgson ; but it 
is not A. nobilis, Blyth, as assigned by Dr. Schlegel, which= 
A. goliath, Temm. 

A. leucophea, Gould, is identical with A. cinerea, L. (A. bruh, 
Jacquemont), alike over the major continent. and its islands. 

Herodias syrmatophorus, Gould, from Australia and New 
Zealand, does not differ (that I can perceive) from H. modesta, 
Gray (Hardwicke, ‘Ill. Ind. Zool.’), of Asia and Africa, which is 
very common in India; and I have seen no specimens referred 
to H. alba (L.) which were in any respect different. As 
regards size, the males are larger than the females; and as 
respects the colouring of the bill, this becomes black in the breed- 
ing-season, and is yellow at other times and in the young. This 
species has neither occipital crest nor pendent breast-plume, 
and the dorsal train is comparatively short. The bill becomes 
black before the train is developed, and changes again to yellow 


* There is an Himalayan example of L. rufa in the Derby Museum of 
Liverpool, presented by Col. Everest. Mr. Hodgson also obtained the 
species in Nepal. In the Derby Museum there is also a fine specimen of 
the rare Javanese Woodcock, Scolopax saturata, Horsfield, marked S. 
russata. 
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before the train is shed; so that both black-billed and yellow- 
billed individuals may be obtained with or without the dorsal 
train, and others with the bill changing colour in all stages of 
progress,—the same remarks applying to the next species. In 
H. alba (modesta) the loral skin becomes of a bright verditer 
colour during the breeding-season. More or less of the upper 
part of the bare portion of the tibia is always whitish. 

H. plumifera, Gould, is H. egrettoides (S. Gm., nec Temm.), 
figured in the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ H. intermedia (Wagler) of my 
catalogue, and Ardea garzetta apud Sykes; only that the upper 
portion of the naked tibia is never whitish in the Indian bird, 
as represented by Mr. Gould, nor was it so m some Australian 
specimens which I have examined. In this species the bill is 
comparatively short; there is no occipital crest, but pendent 
neck-plumes over the breast, of similar open texture to those of 
the train, which last are very long and quite straight, passing 
far beyond the tail-tip, and never curling up at the extremity as 
in H. garzetta (L.). This and the preceding species are highly 
gregarious, commonly associating in the same great flock ; but 
I observed only the present one in Burma: at Rangoon there is 
a considerable colony of H. egrettoides, and many may commonly 
be seen there in open places within the confines of the town, 
being hardly less familiar than H. garzetta is in India. 

H. immaculata, Gould, is:H. eulophotes, Swinhoe, and H. me- 
lanopus (Wagler) apud nos (Journ. As. Soc. vol. xxii. p. 437), 
It occurs in the southern Tenasserim province of Mergui, being 
rather smaller than H. garzetta, with much shorter toes, the 
dorsal train short and straight, or showing but the slightest 
tendency to recurve, and not passing beyond the tail-tip. 
Occipital crest consisting of a longitudinal series of nume- 
rous lengthened slender plumes, similar to the two or three 
composing the crest of H. garzetta, but not so long, the longest 
measuring about 34 inches. . Pendent breast-plumes as in H. 
garzetta. Beak from forehead 34 in.; tarsi 32 in.; middle toe 
and claw 23 in.; hind toe and claw 1 in.; closed wing 10 in. 
The foregoing description is from a Mergui specimen ; and Aus- 
tralian examples quite agree. In the ‘ Ibis’ (1861, p. 245) Capt. 
Irby notices this species in Oude, remarking that “ the breast- 
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plumes in the breeding-plumage are few in number, but thick 
in texture, and [similar plumes are] scattered down the neck 
[nape], not springing from one place as in H. garzetta” It is 
necessary to interpolate the passage as above. 

H. pannosa, Gould, I take to be Ardea asha, Sykes, of South 
India and Ceylon, if not also A. gularis of Rüppell ; but 4. gularis 
of Raffles’s drawings, from Sumatra, is a species also inhabiting 
the Nicobar Islands and Arakan, which I have named H. concolor. 

Ardea melanolopha, Raffles, from Sumatra, is the young of a 
peculiar species, which I have also seen from Malacca, Arakan, 
Ceylon, and the Philippines. With A. goisagi, T. and S., from 
Japan, and others, it is one of a peculiar group intermediate to 
Botaurus and Nycticorax; Gorsachius, Pucheran. These birds 
have the general character of Botaurus, with the short neck 
and the short hooked claws of Nycticorax. The adult of G. 
melanolophus is similar to that of P. goisagi, but has a long 
black crested pileus at all ages. Closed wing 10 to 10% in. ; 
bill 2 in. to forehead; tarsi 23 to 23 in. An unusually 
small specimen from the Philippines has a proportionally 
smaller bill, and the general colouring more dusky. Wing 
9 in.; bill to forehead 13 in.; and tarsi 21 in. G. goisagi, 
from Japan, has no black on crest at any age. Wing 10 in.; 
bill 13 in. to forehead; and tarsi 22in. Specimens of both are 
in the Derby Museum, Liverpool; as also of a small third 
species from South America, the specific name of which I did 
not make out. 

There are, again, four distinct oriental races of Ardeola:— 
1. A. leucoptera, of India and Burma, of which A. grayi (Hardw., 
‘Tl. Ind. Zool.) represents the summer dress; 2. A. speciosa, 
Horsf., of Java; 3. A. malaccensis, of the Malayan peninsula 
and Sumatra, which is intermediate to the two preceding ; and 4. 
A. prasinosceles, Swinhoe, of China. In winter dress, all of 
these, with A. ralloides (v. comata) of Africa chiefly, are barely, 
and in some instances not at all, distinguishable, though con- 
spicuously separable when in breeding-costume. 

Dendrocygna vagans, Eyton (Fraser’s ‘ Zoologia Typica’); D. 
gouldi, Bonap. ; Anas javanica, var., Horsfield (Linn. Trans. vol. 
xiii. p. 200) ; A. arcuata apud Horsfield, figured in ‘ Zool. Res. 
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in Java,’ and Gould, B. Austr. Hab. Java, Philippines, and North 
Australia. In the India Museum are two species of this 
genus collected in Java by Dr. Horsfield, and which were diseri- 
minated by him as two varieties of his A. javanica, subsequently 
identified by him with A. arcuata, Cuv. The other variety is 
D. arcuata (vera), v. Mareca awsuree, Sykes; being currently 
designated “ Widgeon ” by Anglo-Indians. The latter is exceed- 
ingly common throughout India, Burma, and the Malay coun- 
tries; whereas D. vagans is unknown in India, and probably 
belongs chiefly to Northern Australia. D. major, Jerdon, has 
only hitherto been observed in India properly so called*; and 
D. vagans is much such a bird as might result from a cross be- 
tween D. major and D. arcuata. 

Certain of Mr. Gould’s Australian Terns appear to be identical 
with previously described species inhabiting the shores of the 
Indian Ocean. Thus— 

Sylochelidon strenua, Gould, does not differ from specimens of 
S. caspia, from India and Africa, with which I have compared it. 

Thalasseus pelecanoides, King, apud Gould, I take to be 
Sterna cristata, Stephens (nec Swainson), and S. velox, Rüppell. 
This species I have seen from the Tenasserim coast and from 
the Maldives. 

T. torresti, Gould, is Sterna media, Horsfield, bengalensis, 
Lesson, affinis, Rüppell. As an Indian bird, I have only seen 
it from the southern portion of the Bay of Bengal. It is often 
contained in collections from Malacca, and it is the Sterna 
No. 402 of Dr. Jerdon’s first Catalogue. 

Sterna gracilis, Gould, I have been unable to compare with 
S. dougalli, Montagu, with which it would secem, judging from 
the figures, to be identical. S. dougalli is stated to occur on 
the Coromandel coast, but 1 have not seen an Indian specimen ; 
so perhaps this may be Gould’s Australian species, supposing 
the latter to be really different from the European one. 

Both Onychoprion anasthetus (Scopoli, v. panayana, Gmelin) 
and O. melanauchen (Temm.) occur in the Bay of Bengal, the 
latter especially about the Nicobar Islands, where it is said to 


* We believe Mr. Sclater has recently recognized it in a collection from 
Madagascar.— Ep. 
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breed, the young being the Sterna marginata, nobis (J. A. S. 
vol. xv. p.373). Also Anous stolida and A. tenuirostris, Phaëton 
ethereus, Sula fusca, and S. piscator more rarely; but these are 
oceanic birds, of more or less general diffusion in intertropical 
seas chiefly. Mr. Gould’s Anous melanops and A. leucocapillus 
do not appear, either of them, to be identical with A. tenwiros- 
tris of the Indian Ocean. | 

Assuming that the whole, or that very nearly the whole, of 
the foregoing identifications are correct, it follows that a large 
proportion of the wading birds, and several of the Terns, which 
have been supposed to be peculiar to Australia are more or less 
common to South-eastern Asia or to the various countries bor- 
dering on the Indian Ocean, some of them, however, undoubtedly 
occurring more or less as stragglers on either side, which fur- 
ther observation is required to decide in certain instances. In the 
extreme east of Asia others of the erratic Waders of Australia 
may possibly turn up, as Numenius uropygialis, Gould, Limosa 
uropygialis, Gould, and Tringa albescens, T., which, with others, 
have occurred to Mr. Swinhoe; and it diminishes the surprise 
that so many of the Australian species should have been ob- 
tained by Dr. Horsfield in Java. The Totanus brevipes, Vieillot 
(pulverulentus, S. Muller, griseopyyius, Gould), according to the 
authors of the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ has been received from North 
Australia, Timor, Borneo, Ceram, Japan, and both sides of the 
North Pacific *. 

Mr. Swinhoe has shown that certain of the migratory land- 
birds of China pass southward to spend the winter in the Ma- 
layan peninsula, Java, and the Philippines. Thus the Ery- 
throsterna erythaca, nobis, procured in Pinang, proved to be the 
female of Muscicapa luteola, Pallas, as figured by Middendorff ; 


* In the islands immediately to the north of Australia, from Celebes 
eastward, Mr. Wallace has noticed Glareola grallaria, Esacus magni? os- 
tris, Numenius uropygialis, “ Egretta syrmatophora” (alba), “ E. nigri- 
rostris, Gray ” (egrettoides), Nycticorax caledonicus, and Tadorna radjah 
(vide P. Z. S. 1862, p. 346; 1863, p. 35). The Scythrops nove-hollandie 
is an Australian species which migrates to Celebes, like Cuculus canoroides 
(optatus) in China and Java, Chrysococcyx lucidus in Java and the Ma- 
layan peninsula, and Eudynamys australis in China and Java (and Su- 
matra apud Bonaparte), among the Cuculide. 
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aud the male of the same bird is identified by Mr. Swinhoe with 
M. muginaki, Temm. and Schl., of the ‘Fauna Japonica.’ The 
Ruticilla leucoptera, nobis, from Malacca and Java, is the true 
R. aurorea (Pallas), v. R. reevesii, Gray, of China and Japan, 
also occurring rarely in Assam. Xanthopygia tricolor (Hartlaub), 
v. X. leucophrys, nobis, is another Chinese bird which occurs 
rarely in Malaccan collections; but I leave to Mr. Swinhoe’s 
future researches the further development of instances of this 
migration*, 

I should add that Sterna affinis, Horsf., is Gelochelidon anglica 
(Mont.) ; and that S. javanica and S. grisea fH.) are the summer 
and winter dress of Hydrochelidon indica (Stephens), v. hybrida, 
Pallas, leucopareia, Temm., &c. S. javanica has been erro- 
neously identified with S. melanogaster, Temm., and with H. 
fissipes (v. nigra) by Mr. Swinhoe in the ‘Ibis, 1868, p. 97. 

Of Colonel Sykes’s Dukhun specimens in the India Museum, 
Pratincola bicolor (3 Saxicola bicolor and ẸỌ S. erythropygia, 
Sykes) is identical with P. atrata, nobis, of S. India and Ceylon ; 


* In the ‘ Ibis,’ 1863, p. 92, Mr. Swinhoe mentions the Xanthopygia 
leucophrys, Blyth, “of India.” The species bears the prior name of Mus- 
cicapa tricolor, Hartlaub ; and it occurs rarely (and doubtless as a winter 
visitant only) in the Malayan peninsula, but certainly not in India properly 
so called. Sturnus dauricus, Pallas, is assigned to “India and Java” at 
p. 95. This bird also inhabits the Malayan peninsula and southernmost 
Tenasserim province of Mergui, as likewise the northern part of Sumatra, 
but is quite unknown in India. Chibia hottentota (L.) “ of the plains of 
India” (p. 96) is there known as a winter visitant only. There must surely 
be some mistake about Fregilus graculus occurring in Java (p. 95)! No 
specimen of this bird supposed to be from Java is in the “India Museum” ; 
and it is most unlikely to occur anywhere within the tropics. Phyl- 
loscopus fuscatus (p. 93) was so named hy myself, not by Mr. Hodgson; 
and P. coronatus of Japan is very closely akin to P. occipitalis, nobis, 
of India, but differs by its white lower tail-coverts and one or two other 
minute particulars, as the developmeut of the minute first primary, suffi- 
cient to permit of ready discrimination. Cypselus subfurcatus, nobis, is 
stated by Mr. Swinhoe (p. 254) to have a “less furcate tail than its near 
ally, C. affinis, J. E. Gray, from continental India.” This is a mistake. 
The tail of C. affinis is not at all furcate, whilst that of C. subfurcatus is 
slightly so. Specimens of the latter from Pinang are undistinguishable from 
those from China; and the supposed Hirundo urbica (apud Raffles), from 
Sumatra, is in all probability no other. 
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the large Nilgiri race of P. caprata apud Jerdon, ‘ Catal., and 
‘Newera Elia Robin’ of my late friend Dr. Kelaart. The range 
of P. caprata (vera) extends eastward as far as Timor. 

Saxicola rubeculoides, Sykes, is the European Erythrosterna 
parva (Bechst.), as distinguished from the Æ. leucura (Gmel.), so 
very common in Lower Bengal during the winter months, as also 
in Arakan. I have also seen Æ. parva (vera) from the Deyra-doon 
(or neighbouring lower Himalaya); but the two cannot be dis- 

‘tinguished in their winter aspect, or the females ever. In the 
cold weather, the males of E. leucura may generally, if not always, 
be distinguished by having some trace of rufous about the chin ; 
and at the commencement of the hot weather a well-defined 
rufous gular mark gradually developes itself, the feathers com- 
posing it changing their colour, without moulting, till they attain 
the full orange-rufous hue of the breast of a European Robin, 
the extent of this rufous being invariably the same, and very 
much less than in Æ. parva, wherein it spreads over the breast. 

Rhipidura fuscoventris apud Sykes is Leucocerca pectoralis, 
Jerdon. This removes the only authority for the alleged occur- 
rence of L. fuscoventris (Frankiin) in S. India. . 

Hypsipetes ganeesa, Sykes, is the same as H. nilgiriensis, Jerdon, 
the former name having, of course, the priority. This bird differs, 
however, merely by its darker general hue from H. psaroides, 
Vigors, of the Himalayan region, and Ceylonese specimens are 
even intermediate ; while the H. concolor, nobis, from Tenasserim 
comes again exceedingly close. H. ganeesa from Assam (Ibis, 
1868, p. 288) is H. psaroides. It is remarkable that this bird 
should be paler in Ceylon than in S. India; for in other in- 
stances birds are darker-coloured in Ceylon, as especially Corvus 
splendens and Acridotheres tristis. 

Paleornis modestus, Fraser (figured in ‘ Zoologia Typica’), is 
not the young of P. longicauda, as assigned in the ‘ Ibis,’ 1862, 
p. 5, but is certainly a young bird, and in my opinion (after 
examination of the original or type-specimen in the British 
Museum) is decidedly referable to P. luciani, Verreaux*. 

* Mr. Fraser, in his ‘ Zoologia Typica,’ has figured the nest and eggs of 
Prinia socialis for those of Drymoipus inornatus. His figure of Oriolus 
kundoo, Sykes, represents an immature individual, the colouring of the 
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P. affinis, Gould (Birds of Asia), is very decidedly the young 


of P. longicauda, which I formerly designated as P. viridimystaz. 
I have examined the type-specimen of P. affinis in the Derby 
Museum of Liverpool, 

Artamus cucullatus, Nicholson (P. Z. S. 1851, p. 195, Aves, 
pl. 43), is g Sylvia orphea, Temm. ( 9 Curruca jerdoni, nobis, 
passim), being founded upon a bad native drawing which Dr. 
Sclater kindly showed to me. 

Txus fisquetii, Eydoux and Souleyet (Voy. de la Bonite, Atlas), 
is Brachypodius poiocephalus, Jerdon. 

Merula leucogaster, nobis (J. A. S. xvi. p. 153), is founded upon 
a drawing of a dark-coloured adult male of Turdus atrogularis, 
Natterer, 

Tephrodornis grisola, nobis, is Hyloterpe philomela, Cabanis, 
Hylocharis philomela, Temm., which Mr. Wallace considers akin 
to Pachycephaia. This bird I once shot near Calcutta, and it 
has been received from Arakan and the Andaman Islands; but 
it belongs chiefly to the Malayan region. 

Butalis hypogrammica, Wallace (Ibis, 1862, p. 350), is Hemi- 
chelidon griseosticta, Swinhoe (Ibis, 1861, p. 330). 

Timalia pileata of M‘Clelland’s list (P. Z. S. 1839, p. 161), 
as shown by the drawing of it at Kyfe House, is Stachyris rufi- 
ceps, nobis; but the former might also be well obtained in 
Assam, as it occurs in the Nipal tarai, and is common in the 
Bengal Sundarbans. T. pileata, from Java, I find to be paler 
than in India, the tail browner, with the barring scarcely per- 
ceptible. 

Abrornis melanops, Jerdon and Blyth (P. Z. S. 1861, p. 200), 
is A. schisticeps, Hodgson (nec schisticeps, Bl., which is gantho- 
schistos, Hodgson). 


adults of both sexes corresponding with that of O. galbula, except that 
O. kundoo has always a black mark behind the eye, and the bill is larger 
and differently shaped from that of the European species. In all the 
Orioles known to me, the sexes are alike when fully adult, except that the 
females are not quite so bright upon the back: they breed (the females at 
least) before assuming the mature livery. (Vide Mr. Swinhoe’s remarks 
on the plumage of Oriolus chinensis.’ 
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Sylvia sibirica, Middendorff, is a synonym of Phylloscopus 
fuscatus, nobis; and P, tristis, nobis, has been shown by Sir W. 
Jardine to be identical with Sylvia brevirostris, Strickland, ob- 
tained by himself in Asia Minor. 

Propasser frontalis, nobis (Ibis, 1862, p. 290; J. A. S. xxxii. 
p- 458), is P.thura, Bonap. I had considered the female of another 
species to be that of P. thura; and there are now females of two 
well-marked species of this genus in the museum of the Asiatic 
Society, Calcutta, the males of which are unknown to us as yet. 
One of them is described in J. A. S. xxxii. p. 458 as P. murrayi, 
nobis. l l 

Burnesia lepida, nobis, of India, is undistinguishable from 
Malurus gracilis, Rüppell, of N.E. Africa, the latter specitic 
name holding precedence. This little bird is sufficiently sepa- 
rable from Suya, in my opinion. 

Examples of Cyanecula, Cisticola, and Passer, also, from Nubia, 
appear to be quite identical with the ordinary Indian species. 

Dumetia albogularis, nobis, = Flaxen Warbler, Sylvia subflava, 
var., Latham. This form is barely separable from Pellornium. 

Cisticola tytleri, nobis. Marked “N.S. Wales? Buff-headed 
Warbler, Lath., Syn. i. pp. 185, 164,” in the Derby Museum. 

Notodela diana, Lesson, ig perfectly congenerie with Musci- 
sylvia, Hodgson, as I suggested long ago. The generic name 
Ajax, Lesson, must be adopted. 

Muscicapa elegans, Temm. = Pheenicura rubeculoides, Vigors 
(type of Cyornis, nobis; of which group M. hyacintha and M, 
concreta, Temm., are the finest examples). 

Siphia superciliaris of my Catalogue (no. 1009), S. rubro- 
cyanea, Hodgson, = 3 Muscicapa tricolor and 2 M. rupestris, 
Müller, both from Timor. Quite undistinguishable from Hima- 
layan specimens. 

Evythrosterna maculata (Tickell), Muscicapula melanoleuca, 
nobis, passim; also from Timor. 

Muscicapa solitaria, Miller, from Timor. An Anthipes, with 
hind claw more curved than in A. gularis, nobis. Brown above, 
with rufous front, lores, and cheeks, pure white gular mark, and 
white belly. 

Grandala celicolor, Hodgson. The Stalia arctica, Swainson, 
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approximates very closely to this remarkable Himalayan bird, 
which seeks its food along the border of the snow-line. 

Osmotreron flavogularis, nobis (J. A. S. xxvi. p. 225, xxxi. 
p- 3834). This is identical with O. pompadora apud Bonaparte 
(Iconographie des Pigeons),and with Vinago aromaticaapud Selby, 
in the volume of “ Pigeons” in the ‘ Naturalist’s Library.’ Sphe- 
nocercus cantillans, nobis (passim), figured also by the late Prince 
of Canino, is merely S. sphenura, the common Kokhela of the 
Himalaya, after moulting in captivity, when the green of its 
plumage is more or less completely replaced by delicate pearl- 
grey, as was long ago remarked by my friend Captain Thomas 
Hutton, of Masuri. 

The Derby Museum of Liverpool is rich in Philippine birds 
(collected by Mr. Cuming), and also in the avifauna of the 
Indonesian archipelago. I went carefully through its collec- 
tions in every class, and took many notes of the birds of S.E. 
Asia and its islands, which I transmitted to my friend Dr. Jerdon. 
A few, apparently undescribed, species may be here noticed ; and 
a further selection of my memoranda taken chiefly there, and 
some in the museum of the Royal Institution of that borough. 

Cypselus acuticauda, nobis,u.s. Specimen marked from “Nipal. 
Length 72 in.; extent of wings 20 in.;” closed wing 6 in. 
Size and proportions of C. apus; the tail forked to the depth of 
an inch, and much more sharply acuminate than in C. apus. 
Entire upper parts, with the lower tail-coverts, deep black, having 
a slight metallic gloss ; each feather of the lower parts (excepting 
the lower tail-coverts) margined with dull white; throat white, 
with a black medial streak to each feather; claws more or less 
whitish. From C. leuconyx, nobis, of the N.W. Himalaya 
chiefly, this species differs in the absence of the white band 
crossing the rump. The true C. apus has been received from 
Afghanistan. 

Dendrocitta himalayensis, nobis. This is the common Hima- 
layan bird which has hitherto been referred to D. sinensis 
(Gmel.). The latter is well distinguished from it, having a 
comparatively short tail, the middle feathers of which are black 
throughout; brightly glossed margins to the wing-feathers ; 
and the white wing-spot is much less developed. The two 
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races have far better claims to be thus distinguished than many 
that are generally recognized. 

Dicrurus marginatus, nobis, n.s.? Ashy, with dusky black 
wings and tail, scapularies, and ear-coverts; the outer web of 
the exterior tail-feather white; bill muscicapine, the culmen 
rounded. Length, to tip of middle tail-feather, about 8 in. ; 
closed wing 43 in.; bill to gape ? in.; tail forked to the depth 
of an inch. Hab. ( l 

Passer canicapillus, nobis, n. s.? Size and proportions of 
P. flavicollis (Franklin), but with contrasting grey cap and 
rufous-brown supercilia ; the upper parts brown, with no ferrugi- 
nous on shoulder of wing, nor white bar crossing it ; throat, belly, 
and lower tail-coverts white ; the lores, ear-coverts, and breast 
brown; yellow neck-spot as in P. flavicollis.. Hab. poA 
third species of this particular subdivision of Sparrows with 
slender Chaffinch-like bill and yellow neck-spot; the second being 
the African P. petronella (Bonap.), v. Gymnornis superciliaris, 
nobis, passim. 

Garrulax rubiginosus, nobis, n. s. Entirely of a dusky- 
ruddy hue, with black cap and ashy supercilia, cheeks, chin, 
and moustaches; wings browner, and tail glossy dusky; bill 
light yellow; legs pale. Length 10 in.; closed wing 44 in.; 
tail 33 in.; bill to gape 14 in. Hab. ? 

G. poliocephalus, nobis, n. s. Dark ruddy ; blackish on back 
and breast; head and neck dingy light grey; lores darker; bill 
pale yellow. Wing 5 in. Hab. a% 

Philentoma unicolor, nobis, n. s. Similar to P. velata in 
size and structure, but wholly of the same blue as the head 
and neck of that species, except the copious downy feathers of 
the flanks posteriorly, which are white. From Borneo. 

Timalia quadristriata, nobis, n. s. Akin to T. leucotis, Strick- 
land, figured in Jerdon’s ‘Contr. Orn.’ (1848). Brown above, 
with a slight tinge of ferruginous; below tinged with bright 
ferruginous : cap, lores, and chin fuscous ; a whitish moustachial 
spot, and broad blackish supercilia, margined above and below 
with white. Length about 5 in.; wing 2) in.; tail 2 in. 
Hab. ? Probably Malacca or Sumatra. 

T. bicolor, nobis, n. s. Like T. erythroptera, nobis; but dark 
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ashy, with rufous mantle, wings, and tail. Prepared like the 
Malaccan specimens. 

T. similis, Temm. A Mizxornis, like M. gularis (Horsf.); but 
rather larger, with more graduated tail, and the back about 
uniform brown with the cap and wings ; forehead grey; throat 
white, with black stripes; and rest of lower parts yellowish, 
striped as in M. gularis. From Sumatra. 

_ Myiothera nigrogularis, Temm. A typical Turdinus, nobis, 
and the largest of the genus. Sumatra. 

M. murina, S. Müller, n. s. Also a true Turdinus, and the 
smallest of the genus. Plumage as in its congeners, with long 
white supercilia, and white spots tipping the wing-coverts. 
Length 41 in.; wing 2 in.; tail 1 in.; bill to gape ? in. 
Sumatra. 

M. grisea, Miller (?), = Trichostoma sepiaria (Horsf.) and 
Malacopteron cinereum, Strickland. 

Brachypteryx poliogenys, Boie, from Sumatra. A Trichostoma, 
short-tailed, with grey ear-coverts and cheeks, white throat, and 
blackish moustachial mark. 

Napothera atricapilla, Miller, = Trichostoma rostratum, nobis. 
Male with blackish cap; female with brown cap. 

N. rubricauda, Miller, = Trichostoma ferruginosum, nobis, Bra- 
chypteryx bicolor, Lesson. 

N. mystacalis, Miller. Like the two preceding species, with 
similar long rufous tail, greyish-brown crown, dusky moustachial 
streak, and white throat and belly. 

Txus poliopsis, Temm., = Ixidia cyaniventris, nobis. 

I. virescens, Temm., = Hypsipetes malaccensis, nobis (nee H. 
virescens, nobis, from the Nicobar Islands). 

Trichophorus striolatus, Müller. Like the last, but smaller, 
with reddish brown on wings. (These two, with H. philippensis, 
Strickland, should perhaps rather rank with amaurotis of China, 
in Microscelis, Sw. ; but the distinction is very trifling. They 
lead to my Zole.) 

Criniger tristis, nobis, n. s. Size of C. ruficaudatus, Eyton, 
but with smaller bill. Upper parts brown, tinged with ferrugi- 
nous on wings and tail; cap greyish; lower parts albescent, 
more or less tinged with brown ; three outer tail-feathers white- 
tipped. From Malacca. 
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C. rubricaudatus, Eyton, = cantori, Moore (gularis apud nos, 
passim), sulphurea (so marked), from Pinang. 

C. sericea, Müller, = Setornis criniger apud nos, Catal. 

C. gularis, Horsf. From Java and Philippines. 

Phyllornis icterocephalus, Temm., is P. cochinchinensis apud 
nos, a species inhabiting all British Burma, with the Ma- 
layan peninsula, and probably passing eastward to Cochin China. 
P. cochinchinensis apud Temminck is the Javanese race, like the 
other, but having no yellow on the head, and more of this colour 
on the breast. 

P. venusta, Temm., is a charming species from Sumatra. 
Above green, below more yellowish green ; blue on shoulder of 
wing; forehead and cheeks verditer; lores and under the eye, 
with moustaches, purple ; throat black, with orange-yellow below; 

tail black. Wing 22 in. 

Salpornis spilonotus, G. R. Gray ; Certhia spilonotus, Franklin. 
I shall conclude with a more elaborate description than has 
hitherto been published of this remarkable species, from the 
hills of Behar, which neither Dr. Jerdon nor myself ever suc- 
ceeded in procuring. 

Bill of Certhia, but less curved; foot and hind claw of Sitta, 
but more slender; also tail of Sitta, even; wings much as in 
Sitta, but the first primary shorter, and the second longer, 
reaching nearly to end of tail; first primary short (3 in.), the 
second nearly as long as the third, fourth, and fifth, which are 
even and longest. Plumage of upper parts light brown, each 
coronal feather having a longish white spot, each dorsal feather 
with a broad black bar and terminal white spot; secondaries and 
tertiaries barred on the outer web with black, and tipped with 
white and greyish ; the primaries much less distinctly barred ; 
tail beautifully marked with alternate large spots of black and 
white; lower parts throughout spotted with black, except the 
throat, which is white; bill and feet brown. Length 53 in.; of 
wing 33 in., and tail 24 in.; bill to gape 1 in.; hind toe and 
claw 4 in. 


Addendum on Indian Motacillide. 


There are as many as five well-marked species of Pied Wagtail 
in India, and three species of Budytes. 
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Motacilla maderaspatana, Brisson (picata, Franklin ; variegata, 
Sykes). This, so far as I have seen, is peculiar to India proper, 
with Ceylon, its range not extending to Lower Bengal (although 
Calcutta is assigned as a habitat in the ‘Revue Zoologique’) . 
nor to the countries eastward; and though Dr. Jerdon men- 
tions his having “found it in Sikhim,” where I much suspect 
that he mistook for it the M. hodgsoni. I have only seen 
it alive in captivity. As a cage bird, it is particularly bold 
and defiant, snapping fiercely at a finger held to it, and 
frequently uttering a pleasing and sustained song, which is far 
superior in quality to that of any other Wagtail known to me. 

M. luzoniensis, Scopoli (alboides, Hodgson ; leucopsis, Gould). 
The only species found in Bengal and in the Burmese countries, 
so far as I have seen. 

M. hodgsoni, G. R. Gray. Nearly similar to the last, but the 
white throat much contracted, and a well-defined black mous- 
tachial line. I did not properly distinguish this when in India, 
nor has Dr. Jerdon done so, though there are one or more speci- 
mens in the Calcutta Museum received from Darjeeling. Mr. 
Gould first called my attention to its distinctness, having seen 
only the one specimen in his possession ; but I found two skins 
in the British Museum, labelled with the name here adopted. 
All are from the S.E. Himalaya (Nepal and Sikhim). 

M. personata, Gould (M. duchunensis, apud Jerdon, ‘ Birds of 
India, but corrected in the Appendix). This, I suspect, belongs 
principally to Upper and Western India. 

M. duchunensis, Sykes. Like the European M. alba, but 
somewhat larger, and with considerably more white on the wings. 
This remains to be identified elsewhere than in Southern India 
and Ceylon. 

Budytes calcarata (et citreoloides), Hodgson (B. citreola of 
India, auctorum). This fine species has the habitat of a Motacilla 
or Water-Wagtail, and is remarkable also for its black back in 
summer plumage, in this exhibiting a further resemblance to 
certain true Motacille. 

B. melanocephala, Licht. (also of Sykes; and B. beema, Sykes, 
winter dress). West and South India, Afghanistan, &c.; but 
not Lower Bengal. 
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B. viridis, Scopoli (cinereocapilla, Savi). The common Ben- 
galese species, more or less diffused over other parts of India. I 
find this absolutely identical in species or race with numerous 
examples collected in Egypt, the colour of the cap becoming of 
a deep dark plumbeous, with blackish ear-coverts, and the chin 
with submoustachial line bordering the ear-coverts, white. In 
winter dress, younger specimens have a pale superciliary line 
more or less developed; and I do not know how such are to be 
distinguished from the European B. flava. 


III.—Notes on the Birds observed at Pisa and in its Neighbour- 
hood during the Winter, Spring, and Summer of 1864. By 
Henry Grextort, Sc.D., C.M.Z.S8. 


AFTER the labours of that veteran ornithologist, Professor Savi, 
in this part of Italy, it would have been presumptuous to think 
of finding anything new here, and especially for me, whose 
time has been taken up by studies which require a much 
more sedentary life than those of practical ornithology. How- 
ever, having observed and studied the habits of a pretty good 
number of Tuscan birds, I hope that a few extracts from my 
notes will not prove uninteresting to the readers of the ‘ Ibis.’ 

I arrived at Pisa towards the end of December, and from that 
time have constantly employed my leisure hours in the study of 
my favourite science. What surprised me much, during my 
peregrinations, was to find such a paucity of Raptorial birds. 
“ Pharaoh’s Hen” (Neophron percnopterus), though said to be 
pretty common on the Monte Argentaro and in the Siennese 
Maremma, does not occur nearer Pisa; and I never succeeded in 
seeing one, though I kept up a sharp look-out. “Jean le Blane” 
(Circaetus gallicus) is pretty common, and I have met with it dur- 
ing the winter in the pine-forests which border the sea-coast from 
_ the Gombo to Leghorn. The Buzzard is also common in the same 
places ; it belongs to the dark variety, named Falco (Buteo) pojana 
by Savi. The Kite, said to be abundant, I have never seen ; while 
towards the end of April I have met several flocks of the Red- 
legged Falcon (Erythropus vespertinus), among which I noticed 


